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1. INTRODUCTION
Since 1992 changes in population (+2.45%) and in
the number of passenger automobiles (+35%) took place
(Table 1). Although more vehicles have been registered,
the road length has increased little, whereas, vehicle km
have increased steadily (Table 2) but the number of ac-
cidents and casualties has been declining. This tendency
can be explained by different measures introduced in
this period.
2. ACCIDENT RATE
Between 1992 and 2002 the number of accidents with
personal injury (-1.39%) as well as the number of casu-
alties (-31.86%) decreased (Table 3). The rate of road
user deaths per 100,000 population dropped from 17.9 to
11.9. In the same way the rate of deaths per 10,000 ve-
hicles registered dropped from 3.2 to 1.7 (Table 4). Al-
though these figures show a good tendency, it has to be
mentioned that the absolute number of passenger car ac-
cidents with injuries decreased not in the same propor-
tion as the fatal accident rate which could be lowered to
50% since 1980. Safer cars and better emergency systems
could be an explanation for this trend.
Looking at the casualties by road user type it is ob-
vious that within the last two years a remarkable in-
crease of pedestrian and cyclists fatalities have to be
stated (Table 3).
The relation of fatalities in rural and in urban areas
seems to be constant over the period from 1992 to 2002.
72% of killed people died in a rural area, 28% in an ur-
ban area in 2002 (Table 5). The fatality rate per acci-
dent in a rural area is four times higher than in an urban
area (Table 6).
3. SPECIFIC RESULTS
The number of killed people in traffic because of al-
cohol consumption decreased from 131 in 1994 to 69 in
2001 but increased again to 92 in the year 2002. Acci-
dents under influence of alcohol are a clear domain of
male drivers (90%).
In the year 2002 the main causes of road accidents
in Austria were speeding (37%), not giving way (12%),
inattention (11%), overtaking (10%) and alcohol (9%).
Table 1  Traffic trends in Austria (1992 – 2002*)
Year Vehicle Registration
Population Passenger Mopeds and
(million) automobiles Motorcycles
 (thousand) (thousand)
1992 7.841 3,100 529
1994 7.936 3,368 525
1996 7.959 3,594 546
1998 7.977 3,783 576
2000 8.012 4,010 623
2002 8.033 4,182 641
Young male drivers were the most problematic traffic
participants.
Drivers of lorries (more than 3.5 t) were involved in
more than 30% of fatal accidents on motorways.
4. GENERAL CONDITIONS
The Austrian Road Safety Board (KfV – Kuratorium
für Verkehrssicherheit, founded 1959) in co-operation
with different government departments, insurance com-
panies and automobile clubs developed and introduced a
number of measures within the last 10 years to improve
traffic safety. Public campaigns and lobbying accompa-
nied these actions. Examples for preventive measures in
the field of education, enforcement and engineering:
• Wearing seat belts became mandatory for all seats in
passenger cars in 1990;
• Education and examination for moped drivers, gradu-
ated drivers license for motorcycles started in 1991;
• Driving license on probation (1992). Severe offences
of novice drivers (speeding, alcohol consumption) lead
to special driver improvement courses (DI) conducted
by psychologists;
• Speed control with laser technology was brought into
action (1992);
• Since 1994 child restraint systems for cars became man-
datory;
• Restoration of “black spot” passed into law. A “safety
audit” for roads has been prepared;
• The limit for driving a moped, bus or lorry was reduced
to 0.1 g/l blood alcohol in 1997. In 1998, the legal
blood alcohol was reduced from 0.8 g/l to 0.5 g/l for
other motor vehicle drivers;
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• Mandatory DI courses and psychological driver assess-
ment for DUI offenders since 1997. In the same year
introduction of mandatory driver assessment for bus
drivers;
• At the beginning of 2003 introduction of a multiphase
driver education (upgraded driving training and psycho-
logical instructions within the first year of driving ex-
perience).
Table 2  Trends of traffic conditions*
Year Motorized vehicles (million)
Mopeds and Passenger Trucks Others Total Road length Travel
Motorcycles automobiles (1,000) (1,000) (1,000) (1,000 km) (109 veh.km)
(1,000) (1,000) all roads
1992 529 3,100 259 453 4,341 106.2 60.1
1994 525 3,368 276 470 4,639 106.3 63.8
1996 546 3,594 290 484 4,914 106.4 67.3
1998 576 3,783 301 504 5,162 106.5 70.1
2000 623 4,010 319 520 5,471 106.5 74.0
2002 641 4,182 331 529 5,685 106.6 77.8
Table 4  Deaths rates in Austria (1992 - 2002)*
Year Motor vehicle Road user deaths Road user deaths Motor vehicle Motor-cyclist Pedestrian
occupant deaths deaths deaths
per 1,000 per 100,000 per 10,000 per 10,000 per 10,000 per 100,000
population population vehicles registered vehicles registered motorcycles registered population
1992 554 17.9 3.2 2.4 3.1 3.1
1994 585 16.9 2.9 2.1 3.0 2.8
1996 617 12.9 2.1 1.5 2.4 2.0
1998 647 12.1 1.9 1.4 2.1 2.1
2000 683 12.2 1.8 1.3 2.5 1.7
2002 708 11.9 1.7 1.2 2.1 2.0
Table 3  Casualties by road user type (1992 - 2002)*
Year Road User Deaths by Type
Motor vehicle Pedestrians Bicyclists Motorcyclists Total killed Total injured
occupants (thousand)
1992 906 240 93 164 1,403 57.5
1994 879 225 75 159 1,338 53.8
1996 667 157 73 130 1,027 49.7
1998 621 165 57 120   963 51.0
2000 618 140 62 156   976 54.9
2002 581 160 80 135   956 56.7
5. AUSTRIAN ROAD SAFETY PROGRAMME
The aim of this programme is to reduce the number
of killed people in road traffic to 50% between 2002 and
2010, this is in line with the European road safety action
plan. The proposed measures concern legal regulations
and improved enforcement, traffic organisational and road
building measures and awareness education.
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*Source of data: IRTAD 2004
Table 5  Number of deaths by type
Year Total persons killed Pedestrians Two-wheelers Four-wheelers Rural area Urban area
1992 1,403 240 257 906 1,051 352
(100%) (17%) (18%) (65%) (75%) (25%)
1994 1,338 225 234 879 1,045 293
(100%) (17%) (17%) (66%) (78%) (22%)
1996 1,027 157 203 667   789 238
(100%) (15%) (20%) (65%) (77%) (23%)
1998   963 165 177 621   740 223
(100%) (17%) (18%) (64%) (77%) (23%)
2000   976 140 218 618   763 213
(100%) (14%) (22%) (63%) (78%) (22%)
2002   956 160 215 581   692 264
(100%) (17%) (22%) (61%) (72%) (28%)
Table 6  Fatality rates
Year Accidents Killed or injured Killed per Killed per 10,000 Killed per 100 accidents
 
(1,000) (1,000) 100,000 population motorized vehicles Rural area Urban area
1992 44.7 58.9 17.9 3.2 6.0 1.3
1994 42.0 55.2 16.9 2.9 6.1 1.2
1996 38.3 50.7 12.9 2.1 4.9 1.1
1998 39.2 52.0 12.1 1.9 4.8 0.9
2000 42.1 55.9 12.2 1.8 4.6 0.8
2002 43.2 57.6 11.9 1.7 4.1 1.0
